Harold Welsbf/rg 

Route 8, Frederick, 21701 

2 / 8/73 

Dear Diane, 

If there is one thing I'vei learned about you over the years, it is not to be 
surprized at the surpsising. This time I'd have to admit I was. Your letter of the second, 
got here today and it did surprize. I expeoted something wrong from your long silence and 
the returned letter, but not a chapter from a grim novella. 

I'd like to bo bright and choery after getting it, but in all honesty I can't be. It 
is a grim story. A certain amount of discounting would still leave it pretty bleak. 

If I have no first-hand experience with the hostel riea such as you enjoy, I've had 
some pretty graphic accounts of the accomodations, cuisulne and other patrons -first-hand 
accounts. I know someone whose son faced 18 years for a single joint, so I know something 
about the modem attitudes that have prevailed in the legal thinking and enactment. 

But the first consideration is the what-to-do department, and there I think liealth 
comas first. If you can do nothing else, you should take this up with your lawyer, of whom 
you seem to think well. How did you get him? 

Then you should attempt to communicate with him about the bind you say you can make. 

Both can be in the same letter. 

Meanwhile, to keep yoursolf busy, make out like you at a female Ivan Denisovich, I once 
told you to praotise expressing yourself and to try to be natural in it. What better time? 

Ho Holden Caulfield, just like it is, in full. 

Before I forgot, let me know what you need that you can have and I can send, Rapor? 
Envelopes? Stamps!? Pons or pencils? -Regulations vary, 30 if you'd like anything less than 
the Brooklyn Bridge, let me know what you want, if it is in accord with the regulations, 
and how the regulations presoribe sending it. 

When you told mo about the laughing boy, I was reminded of what happened to %rgbara 
once. That made me wonder how and how long you knew him. There seemed to be nobody when 
you phoned mo. Your other friend Harold, who I mot when ho had a board, told me he was 
satisfied somebody did it to Barbara, and wo both had a candidate. 

While my mind is going back, you mention writing to a box. Years ago I knew of such 
a box, close to yours in number then. If it lias changed in recent years, I have no way 
of knowing. Were I to do it today, I'd add one. Were I to offer to do if gor you, I do not 
think it would bo helpful to you. 

I don't know how to counsol you on this, but from the little I know I'd build no hopes 
and if your lawyer can t do anything, I'd try. 

You'vo hoard about 20-20 hindsight. Looking tliat way i 3 always easier and clearer. As 
I look that way now I see so many avoided and unanswered questions the answers to which it 
would now be good to know. It limits what I can comprehend and can believe, as I think you 
can understand. 

From what you say of the attitude of your folks, I'd encourage you not to do or say 
anything that can make them feel more righteous. With your record over the years, from their 
point of view, they have had it. I see things differently. I think I told you about the 
^ onco made to your father and his response when I offered to moot him at the airport and 
arranged my schedule to have two hours for this .And about Tommy, with whom I was when he 
spoke to you by phone. Don't precipitate more of a rupture tilth them than there is now. 

What is meant by tho nickname "Disconnected A 'exas Connection"? Sounds serious. 

Do they have a Public Defender system down there? Have you tried getting in touch tilth 
the ACLU? Aside from medical help, your next pressing need is legal, and if Scott can’t push 
without feo, perhaps a Rublio Dofondor system would pay him. From what you say, I think it 
is not impossible that they might try to help. I can speak to their people up here, but 
there I know nobody. If you want me to, tell me. And bo sure you tiirow no curves, at me or 
the dykes. 3omo places tho local • u ogal Aid Society helps in cases like yours. One in a distant 
city, not your homo, was recently, in touch with me on behalf of a prisoner I was able to help. 
I'll do whatever I can, but I don_t think I should do anything witliout word from you. 
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Let nek hoar from you when you. can. Until then ay best, 



sincerely. 



